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TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

         FISCAL NOTE 

 

          

         HB 92 – SB 762 

 
          February 10, 2021 

 

SUMMARY OF BILL:    Authorizes the Department of Transportation (TDOT) to utilize 

electronic means when notifying owners of utility infrastructure within rights-of-way prior to 

construction. 

 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 Decrease State Expenditures –  

                                               $60,800/FY21-22 and Subsequent Years/Highway Fund   

 

 Assumptions: 

 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 54-5-853, prior to initiating construction within a right-

of-way, TDOT is required to notify utility owners via certified mail, return receipt 

requested.  If TDOT does not receive confirmation from the owner of the utility within 

60 days of the first notice, TDOT is required to send a second certified mail notice. 

• According to TDOT approximately 6,000 initial certified mail notices and an additional 

4,000 second certified notices are sent annually.  Unless a certified mail notice is 

requested by a utility owner, TDOT intends to send all future notices electronically.  

• This analysis assumes: 

o Approximately 67 percent (4,000 / 6,000) of utility owners receive a second 

certified notice annually;  

o Five percent of utility owners will request continued notification via certified 

mail;  

o Approximately 300 (6,000 x 5.0%) initial notices will continue to be sent via 

certified mail; and 

o Approximately 201 (300 x 67.0%) secondary notices will be sent via certified 

mail. 

• The cost to send certified mail is $3.55 per piece, with an additional $2.85 for a return 

receipt.   

• Passage of the proposed language will result in a decrease in state expenditures from the 

Highway Fund of $60,794 [(10,000 – 501) notices x ($3.55 + $2.85)] in FY21-22 and 

subsequent years. 
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CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

   
Bojan Savic, Interim Executive Director 
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